POPULATION DIFFICULTIES IN THE EMPIRE
They could all maintain a very considerably larger
white population than they have at present. If the
enormous territory of Canada suitable for habitation
were populated to the same degree of density as the
territory of the United States (and the United States
has wide areas which are only sparsely populated) then
50 million people would live there instead of less than
ii million as at present. Taking the same basis of
calculation Australia should have a population of 46
million instead of 6*5 million, whilst New Zealand
would have no less than nine times the population she
has to-day, namely 13 millions instead of half a million.
Where are the Dominions to obtain the increased
population they need ? As we have already seen, the
increase in their own population rate is declining fairly
rapidly, and there is hardly an increase in the rate of
population at all to-day. In order to encourage emi-
gration from Great Britain to the colonies and Domin-
ions a law was passed in London in 1922 authorizing
the government to spend three million pounds a year
for assisted passages and to help meet the costs of the
emigrants on their arrival, but emigration declined
rapidly after 1929 as a result of the economic crisis,
which was acutely felt in the raw-material producing
countries and by 1932 it had ceased altogether.
To-day things are improving in the Dominions and
it is possible that emigration from Great Britain may
begin again. However, Great Britain is herself fighting
against a decrease in her population rate and she
therefore cannot afford to encourage emigration to the
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